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Dear friends, 
 

Another year has nearly gone! As we plan this newsletter it’s a time to reflect 
and a time to look forward. 
 

I write this at the beginning of Advent and as we are trying to prepare for 
Christmas, to think how the year has flown by yet again. Since the last newsletter 
we have had, as usual, lots going on. One thing is for sure, there is never a dull 
moment. We have had a wonderful ‘Holiday at Home Harvest Week’. As you will 
read later we have had a weddings, a 1st birthday and a wonderful sale. 
 

It’s nearly a year since the bungalows were occupied and that has enlarged our 
family by five! Not to mention an extra dog and cat. 
 

We have at last managed to have the lawn relayed, hopefully it’s now flat. We 
have also, after many years, repainted the fire escapes, and both perimeter 
gates. We have also re-varnished the front door as well as removing all the glass 
on top of the walls. 
 

Staff have come and some have gone. We have managed to get through the next 

step of immigration. We have again increased the staff in the office! (so many 

rules and regulations). 
 

We were given a wonderful legacy this year which we decided to use to build 

two more rooms at the end of St. Andrew’s wing, unfortunately three days 

before we were due to start, the builders went into liquidation you will have to 

wait for more news. How strange we have the money and not the builders. It’s 

usually the other way around! We have had a fantastic year and now look 

forward to the next. Please keep in touch and I wish you all many blessings for 

Christmas and a happy new year.  
 
 

- Sister Jennifer S.S.M 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Performance Weeks  
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Performance week started a day early 

with the arrival of Millers Ark farm. It 

was a beautiful day and everyone 

gathered in the garden for the arrival 

of the animals.  I volunteered to lead 

the donkey but didn’t realise it would 

be so frisky…. I nearly flew around the 

corner as it tried to keep up with the 

goat in front of us.  All the residents 

loved holding the rabbits and 

ducklings, one of which was quite an 

escape artist and kept squeezing 

through the fence.  The day was 

rounded off by the arrival of the 

Devonshire Day Nursery who came 

along to see all the animals. It is always 

a pleasure to see the mixture of 

animals and small children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday Liz gave a wonderful talk 

on the different types of quilting, 

bringing along lots of samples to show 

everyone and also some of the  

beautiful quilts she had made.  In the 

afternoon we had a Punch and Judy 

show which was really enjoyable and 

bought back memories of days at the 

seaside.   

Tuesday morning started with a 

singalong with Jane Hailstone playing to 

sing along to all the old favourites of 

times gone by.   After lunch we had the 

Carousel Theatre performing ‘Horray 

for Holidays’ which was good fun. 

Unfortunately the staff games we had 

planned for Wednesday morning were 

rained off so we organised some indoor 

games for the residents.  Trevor       

organised for ‘Les Onions’ to come in 

the afternoon… the playing of a musical 

saw is quite an unusual  sight but we all 

enjoyed their performance. 

On Thursday we had a big afternoon tea 

in the garden with strawberries, scones 

and clotted cream.  The week was 

rounded off with a very interesting talk 

on Japan by Liz who gave us a slide show 

and told us about her wonderful trip 

which all sounded amazing and quite an 

experience. In the afternoon we had 

Ritchie the Magical Entertainer who 

came along to do balloon modelling. 

- Jane Butler 
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well and enjoy themselves. It was a 

lot of fun, amusing to watch and join 

in with. The sounds of instructions 

such as; Paddy Barr, Paddy Barr!! 

being called out rang throughout 

the home for the rest of the week. 

 

 

 

  

 

Thankfully the weather was 

gorgeous at the end of the week for 

apple collecting with the residents in 

the garden, followed by apple 

bobbing which luckily resulted in 

zero dentures being lost. Our last 

main activity was a flower arranging 

demonstration, where residents 

joined in making large and small 

arrangements that were then 

displayed in people’s rooms and 

around the home and convent. They 

were beautiful and lasted a very 

long time, reminding all of such a 

lovely week that was had.  

- Lorraine Lysons 

In September we had our second 

holiday week of the year, Harvest 

Week. It started with making 

scarecrows to be judged in a 

competition at the end of the 

week. The residents thoroughly 

enjoyed this activity, being creative 

and making a mess with the straw. 

The quality of scarecrows made 

was amazing and the winner was 

‘Tatty Sam’. 

Liz did a talk and demonstration on 

making corn dollies. Jane helped 

residents to make leaf moulds with 

leaves collected from Chiswick 

house grounds and there was a 

bread making activity – which 

produced enough bread rolls for 

supper for the week! 

Jane Hailstone held lovely harvest 

hymns in the chapel on the 

Wednesday, which was enjoyed by 

many and the music theme 

continued that day with a barn 

dance in the afternoon. The dining 

room was decorated with bales of 

hay and really looked the part. The 

caller was an enthusiastic person 

who was keen for everyone to do 
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New Car  

The car has many features but my favourite one is the rear view colour camera 
whilst reversing. It allows you to see what’s behind the car without physically 
turning to have a look. The dashboard shows all the key driving information so it 
makes the car easier to drive and most importantly safer. 
 

-  Vijay Persaud 

The new car at St. Mary’s is a 
Nissan NV200 Combi and 
seems to be very dependable 
and smooth to drive. It is an 
aqua blue colour with tinted 
black windows which gives it 
an appealing look so it 
captures people’s attention 
even at the corner of their 
eye. It can hold up to 6 
passengers, 2 in the front, 3 in 
the middle and a large space 
at the back to fit a wheelchair. 
 

As many of you may 
have already noticed we 
have recently replaced 
our old signs with these 
new and improved 
ones. These signs were 
kindly donated to us by 
Berkley Homes. 
 

We have had many 
people compliment us 
on the signs, mainly to 
say that they are doing 

their job and helping people find the entrance to the Home, as this is always a 
struggle for newcomers! They are also very good because they are illuminated signs 
so you can see them clearly even when it’s dark outside. 
 

-  Mariyam Fozol 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animal News from Elia 

Page 7 

I am dictating this while Bartie and Trudi are away on holiday. 

They are staying in a bungalow, with Sister Jennifer and Liz by the 

seaside in North Devon. I will add news of their adventures at the 

end of this piece. 
 

                                I miss them all very much, especially Bartie, as I like cuddling up    

                                against his soft woolly coat.  However, I am very fortunate as I   

                                have plenty of friends who make a fuss of me as well as feeding  

                                me and seeing that I have my daily treat of ‘Dreamies’. I couldn’t 

be without those! I do jump up on my friends laps too and sometimes settle down, but this 

is not usually for long. I really like being with the Sisters in Chapel when I am lonely. 
 

Life here continues to be good with plenty of places where I can explore, as well as warm, 

comfortable spots where I can have a nap. Most of the places I choose for sleeping are high 

up.  One real hideaway, where no one can see me, is outside the flower room on top of the 

store of sacks of insulating material. 
 

The cover over the fish tank is warm so I like sitting there and 

watching the people go past and I also like stretching out on  

the window sill above the radiator in the Sacristy. I did make a  

nice little nest for myself in the box of fabrics that Liz brought 

back from Japan. This is high up on the top of her cupboard,  

but she wasn’t very pleased with this idea. 
 

My favourite playground is the Chapel as there is plenty of space to run around, as well as 

getting up to some antics. I won’t tell you what these are as even the Sisters are shocked and 

disapprove at times of the things I do. 
 

When Bartie and Trudi go out for their morning and evening walk round the garden I like to 

go with them and I also accompany them to the back door, but don’t go any further when I 

realise they are going out in the car. I sometimes sleep on Sister Jennifer’s bed in the daytime 

or at night, especially when Liz is away. Occasionally all three of us, that is Bartie, Trudi and 

me, get on Sister’s bed, which doesn’t leave much room for her! I like the company of them 

all in the evenings, but then I wonder off down the passage and am usually on the wrong side 

of the fire doors when these close. Liz has to call me back when she sees I am missing. I still 

turn up at the Sherry Party most Thursdays and enjoy the attention I receive. 
 

Bartie and Trudi are now back from their holiday and it sounds as if they had an exciting time. 
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Bartie found straightaway that he could jump over the fence in the bungalow garden. He 

chased a pheasant into the farmer’s field where he wasn’t supposed to go. Then he couldn’t 

find his way back and Liz had to call him and show him a hole he could get through. There 

was no more going in the garden after that! 

 

Every morning they all had a long walk along the beach before breakfast and again in the 

evening Bartie enjoyed paddling in streams and rivers and scorned the bridge at a ford, happy 

to wade in the water. He paddled in the sea but never went in far enough to swim. One day 

he managed to get into peat bog on Exmoor and had to be hosed down when he got back to 

the bungalow. 

 

When they were out one afternoon they went to a tea garden which had dog treats on the 

menu, so Bartie and Trudi tucked into special oat and honey cakes. They said that when they 

arrived at the bungalow there were treats for them in the welcome pack, so it sounds as if 

they were spoilt wherever they went. 

 

Trudi was more adventurous on this holiday, she said, and enjoyed running off on her own. 

One day she found the remains of a chicken in a McDonald’s bag and ran off with it to a 

bramble bush where a helium balloon had become entangled. While Liz was trying to get the 

chicken away from Trudi the balloon was released, which gave Trudi a shock as it floated up 

to the sky. 

 

Before they went away Trudi got very anxious when she saw all the things being put ready to 

be packed in the car. She resorted to her habit of collecting all the cushions she could find to 

put in her bed. When they were getting ready to come back she jumped into the car and 

refused to budge, so all the luggage had to be packed round her. 

 

I must say I am pleased to have Bartie and Trudi back again. I know they have enjoyed 

themselves, but I think, like me, they are more than happy with their daily routine here at St. 

Mary’s. We all know that we are fortunate to have such a wonderful home. 

 

-  Elia 
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The annual Christmas Sale took place on Saturday 7th November with a difference 

this year. Over 30 stalls were set up offering a range of goodies from Retro clothes 

with some glitz to Jams & Chutneys.  

Eager buyers queued at the front door ready to rush in at 2.00pm to grab their 

bargains which could be found on the Bric-a-Brac and Toiletries stalls. Once the rush 

had steadied and energy spent, it could be recharged with copious amounts of 

Spring Rolls & Noodles, Mulled Wine & 

Mince Pies, Christmas Treats and Teas & 

Cakes. Those wanting to try their luck 

could choose between the Whisky 

Raffle, Bottle Tombola, Christmas 

Hamper Raffle, Guess the Sweets, Lucky 

Dip, Teddy Tombola, Christmas Sale 

Raffle, Name the Doll and Dog Raffle. 

Gifts for family and friends were covered by the Garden Stall, Herbs, Fancy Goods, 

Home Made Crafts, Sweets, Jewellery and Fancy Goods. For the children the Toy 

stall was as popular as ever, many a little hand was seen carrying a new toy. Home 

furnishing, Books and Cards completed the choices on offer.  

All buyers went home happy, and the stall holders, tired but happy, enjoyed  a 

welcome cup of tea and a cake while waiting to be told the sum raise. As it stood it 

was over £5000, up on last year, with  

all going towards  the new sound 

system. It takes more than a day to 

organise the Christmas Sale so a big 

well done to all involved for putting in 

the time and effort. As a buyer, stall 

holder and friend of St. Mary’s 

Convent & Nursing Home I enjoyed the 

day. 
 

-  Jenny Rundle 
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Sean and I got married on the 10th 

of July at St. Matthew’s Church in 

Ashford, Middlesex. This was later 

followed by a beautiful reception at 

Sunbury golf course, which 

included dinner and dancing. 

The sun shone all day and we were 

very lucky to be surrounded by our 

close family and friends on our 

special day. 
 

-  Lisa-Marie Hutchins 

Lisa & Sean’s Wedding 

balloon modelling and he even had a few magic tricks! This was 

all followed by a buffet lunch. It was a great family occasion. 

Lorgene and Christie have just 

recently celebrated their son, 

Joshua’s, first birthday. They had 

a ‘Mickey Mouse’ themed party, 

where there was a corner set up 

for photos and you could take a 

picture with a life-size Mickey. 

There was also a clown who 

joined the party and done some  

Joshua’s 1st Birthday 



Since the relocation of our Mother House from Uckfield to Chiswick, it has been 

lovely to welcome some of our Associates and friends to Chiswick for the first time.  

 

In June, we held our first day for Associates at this house. Although only few people 

were able to be with us, the day was very much enjoyed and appreciated by 

everyone. The day began with a late Mass in Chapel followed by lunch and then a 

guided tour of the Convent and Nursing Home. Before tucking into a delicious tea, 

Matron Liz gave an excellent talk on the Nursing Home and how it linked in with the 

life of the Sisters here, emphasising the importance of the life of prayer and the 

Chapel being central to the life, work and ministry of the Home. 

 

This year being the 160th anniversary of the founding of the Society of St. Margaret, 

Bishop Mark Sowerby who is Warden to the Sisters and Bishop of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         Photo from St. Margaret’s Day 
 

We have recently received the sad news of the death of our Associate Win Simmons. 

Win was a very loyal Associate to the community in East Grinstead days and regularly 

joined us for Mass and did Portress duties at the Convent. She was latterly being 

cared for in a home in Caterham and I was fortunate enough to see her long before 

she died. Sister Raphael was able to attend her memorial service. May she rest in 

peace. 
 

- Sister Mary Clare S.S.M 

 

Horsham was invited to 

celebrate and preach for our 

St. Margaret’s Day Mass. We 

were blessed with a beautiful 

day which enabled us to enjoy 

an appetising barbecue lunch 

in the garden during which we 

were able to entertain a large 

number of Associates and 

friends. 
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It is six months since we moved and the 

lovely trees by the river below are about 

to lose their leaves, a restful view during 

the summer but soon it will be replaced 

by the view across the valley to Church 

Street and Holy Cross Church Steeple. 

It’s hard to believe that all the essential 

services, bus, rail and supermarkets are 

within quarter of a mile, yet hidden by 

the trees.  

The central position of Millington Court 

means that most of the residents are 

able to get out, even when in their 

nineties, of whom there are at least a 

dozen, with background support from 

family and friends. Yet a number of 

them are lonely as they have lost so 

many of their relatives and friends and 

they are very ready to talk especially 

going in and out of the flats and on the 

lane. A few of the residents are 

housebound and have carers a few 

times a day but the more fit go on 

outings, some organized by other 

residents, one a lady of ninety three 

from the Holy Cross congregation. My 

long-term friend here, Paddy, died 

recently, aged ninety three but was able 

to get out unaided almost to the end. 

I’m reminded of my Mother’s sheltered 

accommodation, also very satisfactory, 

where I recall only two 

of the residents going into nursing care 

in nineteen years. 

Having lost two of our clergy recently, 

our local church, Holy Cross, is again in 

a time of vacancy, fortunately in the 

care of an able, newly-ordained curate 

and a recently retired parish priest who 

has stepped into the breach for half the 

week. We take part in weekday Masses 

and give what help we can in practical 

ways, by offering spiritual and pastoral 

support to a number of parishioners 

and staff. 

Those of us who gave lifts to the 

visually-impaired Lay-Reader-in-

Training were invited to her reception 

at the Cathedral, a wonderful occasion. 

So no more lifts to the course at Church 

House, Hove, but there are other 

people needing lifts to the church, 

hospitals and recently, to a holiday on 

the coast at a Convent retreat and 

guesthouse. 

We are very aware of issues in the 

wider Church. There is a great deal of 

unease around relating to recent court 

cases involving clergy and also, in an 

area predominantly rural apart from 

the coastal strip, there are perennial 

problems in covering the needs of  
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many parishes and smaller 

communities, so clergy and Lay 

Readers are stretched. 

Visitors continue to come to Millington 

Court for direction and most of these 

people, lay and clergy, come from a 

distance. Others, mostly from the local 

area, come to talk for pastoral support, 

a rewarding ministry. 

As for town activities, I help at the 

Foodbank Warehouse checking in 

supplies and making up the boxes to be 

distributed. Most of the clients are in 

difficulties because of delays in 

receiving benefits. Helping with 

reading practice at Holy Cross Church 

School is very worthwhile and 

enjoyable and the seven year olds are 

keen to read with an adult. 

We are continuing to work out the right 

balance between the several aspects of 

our belonging to a religious community 

and in the wider community. We are 

visiting the Convent at Chiswick on a 

monthly basis for meetings, but also 

for events and social contacts with 

other members of St. Margaret’s 

Convent. Our identity with the 

Community is affirmed daily in the 

office and prayers for the concerns of 

the Community, the world and our 

own ministries. Here we maintain the 

regular round of intercession. 

The nearness of the South Downs is a 

constant inspiration. ‘I lift my eyes to 

the hills….from whence Cometh my 

help….’. 

Autumn in Sussex: 

A season of mellow fruitfulness and 

thanksgiving for harvest…and 

Bonfire…not just the grand finale, the 

November 5th celebration in Lewes, 

with its colourful processions and huge 

bonfires and thousands of spectators. 

It’s the climax of a series of similar 

processions in a number of villages and 

small towns in the South of Sussex, 

augmented by groups from each of the 

other Bonfire Societies and starting in 

early September. Fire festivals, 

presaging the winter, the old fire. And 

for Christmas, it reminds us of the 

coming in Spring of the New Fire at 

Easter, a still small event on Easter 

Morning, yet of infinite significance, 

when we celebrate on the Resurrection 

of our Lord. 

-  Sister Sarah S.S.M 
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Dear Sisters and friends in Christ, 

How happy I am to write this, three 
weeks after a very joyful time at St. 
Mary’s Convent and Nursing Home 
at Chiswick. This is a wonderful 
God-given opportunity which 
stands before me to have time 
with the Sisters together. We 
prayed, laughed, shared and lived 

 
together, bringing new hopes as well as challenges, stresses and 
responsibilities. 

In this wonderful place I really felt the experience of Jesus’s love and 
His strength within each of you who provides the needs and is able to 
give a hand and work powerfully. I wish you all best wishes and may 
the practice of the presence of God enable each of you to be more 
deeply connected with divine presence. 

 
Please accept my sincere 
thanks for the many 
blessings received and I 
pray for God’s continuing 
gifts for you all. I wish you 
all a very blessed Christmas 
and happy New Year! May 
the God’s love and grace be 
with you all. 
 

-  Sister Chandrani S.S.M 
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Easter Sunday 
27th March 

 
 

Easter Monday 
Bonnets Parade/ 

Egg Hunt  
28th March 

 
 

Summer Sale 
4th June  

 
 

 

Holiday Week 
11th – 15th July 

 
 

St. Margaret’s Day  
20th July  

 

Holiday Week 
12th - 16th September 

 
 

Fireworks Night 
3rd November  

 
Christmas Sale 

5th November 
 


